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Abstract:

This article examines the theory of Magasid al-Shariah (the objectives of Islamic law),
focusing on its conceptual foundations, methodological development, and contemporary
interpretations. The study begins by outlining the classical understanding of Magasid, as
articulated by early scholars such as al-Ghazali and al-Shatibi, who emphasized the
preservation of essential human interests, including religion, life, intellect, lineage, and
property. It then explores how this objectives-based framework functioned as a guiding
principle for legal reasoning (ijtihad) within traditional Islamic jurisprudence. The article
further analyzes modern reinterpretations of Maqgasid al-Shariah in response to changing
social, political, and economic realities. Contemporary scholars have expanded the scope of
Magasid to include values such as human dignity, justice, freedom, welfare, and good

governance, arguing that these aims are consistent with the spirit of Islamic law. By engaging
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with issues such as human rights, bioethics, gender justice, and public policy, modern
Magasid-based approaches seek to bridge the gap between normative Islamic principles and
contemporary challenges. The study concludes that the theory of Magasid al-Shariah offers a
dynamic and flexible framework for understanding Islamic law, enabling it to remain relevant
and responsive in the modern world while maintaining its ethical and spiritual foundations.

Keywords: Maqgasid al-Shariah, Objectives of Islamic Law, Islamic Jurisprudence, ljtihad,
Classical Scholars, Contemporary Interpretations, Human Dignity, Justice, Human Rights,
Public Welfare, Ethical Framework
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1 Al-Qur'an, Al-Nahl: 9.
2 Al-Qur'an, Al-Nahl: 90.
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3 Al-Qur'an, Al-Bagarah: 185.

4 Al-Qur'an, Al-An'am: 151.

5 Al-Qur'an, Al-Ankabut: 45.

6 Muhammad ibn Yazeed, Sunan Ibn Majah, Kitab al-Ahkam, (Beirut: Dar al-Fikr, bila sanah), Hadith: 2340.
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7 Abu Ishaq al-Shatibi, Al-Muwafaqat fi Usul al-Shari'ah, (Cairo: Dar Ibn Affan, 2000 CE), Vol. 2, p. 8.
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8Abu Ishaq al-Shatibi, Al-Muwafaqat fi Usul al-Shari'ah, (Beirut: Dar al-Ma'rifah, 2000 CE).
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SAbu Ishaq al-Shatibi, Al-Muwafaqat fi Usul al-Shari'ah, (Beirut: Dar al-Ma'rifah, 2000 CE), p. 195.
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Muhammad al-Tahir Ibn Ashur, Magasid al-Shari'ah al-Islamiyyah (Tunis: Dar al-Salam, 2000 CE), pp. 68-75.
Wwahbah al-Zuhayli, Usul al-Figh al-Islami, (Damascus: Dar al-Fikr, 1999 CE), pp. 1025-1035.
12 Muhammad Tagi Usmani, Islam aur Jadeed Ma'ishat o Tijarat, (Karachi: Mua'rif al-Qur'an, 1990 CE).
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13 Wahbah al-Zuhayli, Usul al-Figh al-Islami, (Damascus: Dar al-Fikr, 1999 CE), pp. 5470-5485.
¥Abu Ishaq al-Shatibi, Al-Muwafagat fi Usul al-Shari'ah, (Beirut: Dar al-Ma'rifah, 2000 CE).
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15 Muhammad al-Tahir Ibn Ashur, Magasid al-Shari'ah al-Islamiyyah (Tunis: Dar al-Salam, 2000 CE).



29 International Research Journal on Islamic Studies (IRJIS) - (July-Dec 2025)

LS QU G5 096 sleetpe S adlteat) 6 Sl sl Cosie g f o bl
L L Ui s ﬁ(u/;?uflgijid/u,;‘uﬁu@u&u@‘ el e Bif p guin S
e pd e pareed Jioe Fuf orbod sl e S che o (E A0

cee P A ey ST PSS

This work is licensed under an Attribution-ShareAlike 4.0 International (CC BY-SA 4.0)



https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/

