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Abstract:

Indeed, Allah, the exalted has revealed His book to the Prophet Muhammad (Peace be upon
him) and made it a proof of Prophetic authenticity. For the service of His book, Almighty
Allah created numerous people who spent their lives to elucidate the meanings and purposes
of the holy Qur’an according to their deductive and extractive capabilities. It is worth
mentioning that the verses of the holy Qur’an are of two types; one is unalterably fixed
(muZkam) which has a clearer meaning and cannot be subject to change or abrogation. While

the other is unintelligible (mutashabih) this has multiple intending and subject to further
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investigation. In which the intellect, rational and logical understanding has a significant role
to play for the suspension and otherwise the Lawgiver’s intention. And thus, in this case,
juristic personal inferences can be expanded to various connotations for clarity or ambiguity
to establish a real and ultimately required prescription. Resultantly, this breadth caused
diversity among the Qur ’anic exegeses. Therefore, the present study provides a historical
overview of disagreement(s) between the Quranic commentators of the classical Islamic era
to let the readers know whether such discrepancy has arisen from assorted documented
scientific and interpretational reasons? Or whether their dissension is based on their desires,
incongruity, stinginess, haughtiness, or something that is a result of fanaticism and zealotry?
Consequently, this research presents the origin and development of the disparity in Qur ’anic
interpretation. Similarly, it also shed light on the aspect of those who laid the foundations of
this field. More particularly, the companions, their successors, and those who followed them
in performing the duty of discernment miscellaneous meanings of the holy Qur’an; make
personal inferences by meditating Qur ’anic verses juristically, lexically, and syntactically.
Correspondingly, the breadth of ideas about the development of time; diverseness because of
the dissimilar events along with the history of dissonance(s) in Qur’anic interpretation
keeping in view various periods and the stages of its emergence will be the center of debate
in this article.

Keywords: Disagreement, Interpretation, Commentary, Qur ‘an, Sharz ‘ah, Islamic Law
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1 (Ibn Manzir, Abu al-Fadl Jamal al-Din, Lisan al-‘Arab, Dar al-sadir, Bayrat, Lebonan, 1414:3H, vol.9, pp.90-
91

2 (Al-Kafawi al-Husayni, Abu al-Baqa’ Ayyib bin Musa, Al-Kullfyat, Mu’assasat al-Risalah, Bayrit, Lebonan,
1419H, p.60

3 (Sarat al-Ram, 30:22

4 (Muhammad Fu’ad Abd al-Baqi, Mu‘jam al-Mufahras li-Alfaz al-Qur’an al-Karim, Dar al-Kutub al-Misriyah,
1364H, pp.238-240
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Mu‘jam Alfaz al-Qur’an al-Karim, li-Majmii‘ah Min al-Bahithin, vol.1, pp.367-370 (see, 5:33, 7:124, 11:81,
24:63).
6 (Strat al-Isra’, 17:76
7 (Al-Tabari, Abtu Ja‘far Muhammad bin Jarir, Jami‘ al-Bayan fi Ta’wil al-Qur’an, Mu’assasat al-Risalah,
Bayriit, Lebonan, 1420:1H, vol.14, p.398
8 (Muhammad Fu’ad Abd al-Baqi, pp.238-241; Mu‘jam Alfaz al-Qur’an al-Karim, li-Majmii‘ah Min al-
Bahithin, vol.1, pp.367-372.
9 (Strat Maryam, 19:37
10 (Surat al-Nisa, 4:82°
11 (Ibn ‘Ashiir, Muhammad al-Tahir bin Muhammad, Tafsir al-Tahrir wa al-Tanwir, Mu’assasat al-Tarikh al-
‘ Arabi, Bayrit, Lebonan, 1420:1H, vol.4, p.200
12 (Surat al-Raim, 30:22
13 (Sturat al-Bagarah, 2:164
14 (Al-Tahrir wa al-Tanwir, li-Ibn ‘Ashiir, vol.2, p.77
15 (Stirat Al ‘Imran, 3:190
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16 (Jurjani, ‘Ali ibn Muhammad, al-Ta‘rifat, Dar al-Kutub al-‘Ilmiyah, Bayrit, Lebanan, 1416H, p.101;
Himyari, Nashwan ibn Sa‘id, Shams al-‘Ulam wa Dawa’ Kalam al-‘Arab min al-Kulam, Dar al-Fikr al-Mu‘asir,
Bayriit, Lebanan, 1420:1H, vol.10, pp.65-66,

17 (Al-Kafawi, Abu al-Baqa’, Al-Kulliyat, pp.60-62

18 (Al-lIsfahani, al-Raghib: Aba al-Qasim al-Husayn bin Muhammad, Al-Mufradat fi Gharib al-Qur’an, p. 294
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19 (Al-Shatibi, al-Gharnati: ‘Allamah al-Qadi Abi Bakr Muhammad bin ‘Asim Ibrahim bin Musa, Al-
Muwafaqat, Dar bin ‘Affan, 1417:1H, vol.5, p.106; Lajnath al-‘Ulama’ bi-Ri’asathi Nizam al-Din al-Balkhi,
Fatawa al-Hindiyah, 1310:2H, Dar al-Fikr, vol.3, p.312
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21 (Ibn Manzir, Lisan al-‘Arab, vol.7, p.167

22 (Al-Shawkani, Muhammad ibn ‘Alf, Irshad al-Fuhil ila Tahqiq al-haqq min ‘ilm al-Ustl, Dar al-Kitab al-
‘Arabi, 1419:1H, vol.2, p.257

23 (Al-Ghazali, Abu Hamid Muhammad bin Muhammad, al-Mustasfa fi ‘Ilm al-Usiil, Mu’assasat al-Risalah,
Bayrit, Lebonan, 1417:1H, vol.2, p.476
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25 (Mahmid Hamid Uthman, Al-Qamus al-Mubin fi Istilahat al-Usuliyin, Dar al-Hadith, n.d. p.78
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