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Abstract:

This Article tries to describe the concept of angels in Non-Semitic religions. Hindus
believe that certain Super-beings perform acts, which cannot be done by normal human
beings. These super-beings are worshipped as deities by some Hindus, some writers say that
there is no concept of angles in Hinduism. Zoroastrianism recognizes various classes of
spiritual beings besides the supreme being. Zoroastrians pick a patron angel for their
protection and throughout their lives are careful to observe prayers dedicated to that angel.
The Buddhist equivalent of angels is devas or celestial beings. Devas are sometimes
considered to be emanations of bodhisattvas or enlightened beings. Different schools of
Buddhism have different important devas, as they are often derived from pre-Buddhist

cultures and religions and not from Buddhist Philosophy. Confucius and his disciples
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preferred not to speculate about the existence of the countless beings which in Popular belief
animated the spirit world Confucian tradition does not explicitly deny that Super-beings. The
believers of these religion sacrifices for angels as they are holy beings. The theories of these
religions tell that these beings might be helpful to humans in their life and the hereafter.
Keywords: Angels, Forces of Evil, God, Spirit, Invisible Creations
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"The Upanishads depict the monad Brahman as the one source or God,

like Abrahamic religions, which believe in angels, Hindus also believe

in more powerful entities, emanating from Brahman, such as devas."®
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(1) Retrieved: Feb 28, 2021, from https://www.newworldencyclopedia.org
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"The original roots of ‘Vedic Hinduism’ are found in the ancient
religions of Persia. According to ‘Zurvanism’ , there existed a god of the
Aryans named ‘Zurvan/Brahman‘ who begot two twin sons named
‘Ahura/Asura Mazda“ and ‘Deava/Deva Ahriman/Angra Mainyu‘. These
two ‘gods’ were then the gods of two major religions named

Zoroastrianism and Vedic Hinduism."?
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"Ahura Mazda initially appeared in an abstract fashion and then later

became personalized, associated with diverse aspects of the divine

creation."®
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"In the centuries following Confucius, yet another set of views, the

Yin/Yang Theory, crystallized from very ancient roots. It analyzed the

universe in terms of the complementary interaction of two opposites, yin

and yang. Among other characteristics, it saw yin as dark, moist, female,

and receptive, yang as bright, dry, male, andactive."®
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(2) Sources of Indian Tradition by Ainslee T. Embree, 1998 (21).

(3) Darmesteter, James (trans), The Zend Avesta, Part I: Sacred Books of the East, Oxford University Press,
London, 1880 (4/ix).

(4) The Encyclopedia of World Religions, Editor: Robert S. Ellwood, DWJ Books LLC, New York, 2007 (83).
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"It also identified "five actions" at work in the world:metal, wood,
water, fire, earth. The differences between Confucianism and Taoism
parallel to those between yang and yin:Confucianism stresses activity
and Taoism receptivity. Just as yang and yin are both necessary, so most

Chinese have practiced elements of both religions."®
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"The Buddhist equivalent of angels is devas, or celestial beings. Some
schools of Buddhism also refer to dharmapalas or dharma protectors. In
Tibetan Buddhism, for instance, devas are sometimes considered to be
emanations of bodhisattvas or enlightened beings. Different schools of
Buddhism have different important devas, as they are often derived from
pre-Buddhist cultures and religions and not from Buddhist
philosophy."®)
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(5) Ibid.
(6) Marie Musaus-Higgins, Poya Days, Asian Educational Services, 1925 (14).
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"Savatri (Savitar, Savitri) In Vedic lore, one of the seven or twelve

Adityas or “infinite ones” who are comparable to angels. Savatri is a son

god or goddess with golden eyes who is identified with Prajapati, the

Creator."("
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"The amesha spentas of Ahura Mazda: Spenta Mainyu (the Holy Spirit),

Vohu Mana (Good Mind), Asha (Truth), Armaiti (Right Mindedness),
Khshathra (Kingdom), Haurvatat (Wholeness), and Ameretat

(Immortality)."®
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i.Vohu Mano (Phl. Vohuman):lit. Good Mind. Presides over cattle.
ii.Asha Vahishta (Phl. Ardwahisht):lit. Highest Asha, the Amahraspand
presiding over Asha and fire.
iii.Khshathra Vairya (Phl. Shahrewar):lit. 'Desirable Dominion’, the
Amahraspand presiding over metals.
iv.Spenta Armaiti (Phl. Spandarmad):lit. 'Holy Devotion', the
Amahraspand presiding over the earth
v.Haurvatat (Phl. Hordad):lit. 'Perfection or Health'. Presides over water.
vi.Ameretat (Phl. Amurdad):lit. ‘Immortality’, the Amahraspand

presiding over the Earth.®)

(7) The Encyclopedia of Angels, Edit: Rosemary Ellen Guiley, Visionary Living Inc, New York, 2004 (320).
(8) Encyclopedia of Britanica, Retrieved: March 31, 2021, from: https://www.britannica.com
(9) Retrieved: March 31, 2021, from: https://www.newworldencyclopedia.org
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"In Zoroastrianism there are different angel-like figures. For example,

The Amesha Spentas, the six divine beings created by Ahura Mazda

("Wise Lord", God) according to the Gathas of Zarathustra, function as

"archangels” and are considered as such in Middle Persian Zoroastrian

writings." (0
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"Get up Confucius!" Arete roared as she flew at the Angels. Firing

Blessed round after round. Armour plating exploded off the traitors.

Forcing them to find cover. With the enemy distracted, Confucius

jumped up and ran over to Arete."()
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(10)  Jenny Rose, Zoroastrianism: A Guide for the Perplexed, 2011 (34).
(11) John Renard, Questions and Answers on Confucianism, Daoism, and Shintobooks, 2002 (108).
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"The advent of spiritual beings Cannot be known beforehand All the

less, then, should they be slighted."(*2)
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"Adityas In Vedic lore, the 12 descendants or “shining ones” of Aditi,
the goddess who is the mother of the world, and, according to some
texts, the mother of Vishnu, the preserver god and second in importance

after the creator god Brahma, and Indra, the weather and storm god. The

12 adityas correspond to the months of the year."®?
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(12) Giles, Herbert A. Confucianism and its rivals, Williams and Norgate, London, 1915 (74).
(13) The Encyclopedia of Angels, 2004 (10).
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"In Zoroastrianism, ‘Ahuras/Asuras‘ are considered as good gods

(Angels) and ‘Daevas/Devas‘ are considered as bad gods (Demons).

Whereas in Hinduism, ‘Daevas/Devas’ are considered as good gods and

‘Ahuras/Asuras’ are considered as bad gods."%
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"Confucius and his disciples preferred not to speculate about the
existence of the countless beings that in popular belief animated the
spirit world. If there is good in the world, human beings can take some
of the credit. When evil gets the upper hand, human beings must
acknowledge their responsibility and set about reestablishing a just

order."(5)
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"These holy songs he taught the bard who gaised him, and widely spread

these Dawns’ resplendent colour."(®)

(14) Sources of Indian Tradition by Ainslee T. Embree, 1998 (21).
(15) John Renard, The Handy Religion Answer Book, 2012 (370).
(16) The Rig Veda, English Trans: Ralph T. H. Griffith, Classic Century Works, 3:34:5
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"Early Zoroastrianism, much influenced by the astronomical and
astrological sciences of ancient Iran, coordinated the concept of the
seven known planetary spheres with its belief in the heptad (grouping of

seven) of celestial beings."®7")
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"Each person also has one guardian angel, called Fravashi. They
patronize human beings and other creatures, and also manifest God's

energy. The Amesha Spentas have often been regarded as angels,

although there is no direct reference to them conveying messages."®
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"How abundantly, do spiritual beings make their presence manifest
among us! We look for them, but do not see them; we listen for them,
but do not hear them; yet they enter into all things, and there is now here

where they are not. They cause all the people in the world to fast, and to

(17) Encyclopedia of Britanica, Retrieved: March 31, 2021, from: https://www.britannica.com
(18) Lewis, James R. Editor: Oliver, Evelyn Dorothy, Sisung Kelle S. Angels A to Z, Entry: Zoroastrianism,
Visible Ink Press, Canton Charter Township, Michigan, 1996 (425).
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put on their best clothes, in order to take part in the sacrifices. Then they

seem to pass in waves, now over the heads, now at the very sides of the

worshippers."(*9)
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"Angel child build fence obstruction in Confucius' path. Confucius say,
"Take everything 'way so | can pass." But angel child say that he come
down to return Confucius to his people. "If you are angel," then,
Confucius say, "answer me four."%
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(19) Jordan Paper, The Spirits are Drunk: Comparative Approaches to Chinese Religion, SUNY, Albany, NY,
1995 (55).
(20)  Survey of People's Republic of China, USA Consulate General, Hong Kong, 1974 (150).
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"The Brahma Kumaris uses the term "angel” to refer to a perfect or
complete state of the human being, which they believe can be attained

through a connection with God. It is expanded as a state of being rather

that an entity."(??
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"The function of angels in Eastern religions was carried by avatars,

bodhisattvas, and other such spiritual beings that were extensions of God

or the sacred. Belief in demons was and is very widespread, influencing

various rituals and practices to counteract the forces that are hostile to

humans and nature."@3)
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(21) Bhagavadgita, 9:1.

(22) Liz Hodgkinson, Peace & purity: the story of the Brahma Kumaris : a spiritual revolution, Basava
Journal, Editor: Basava Samiti, Bangalore, India, 1994 (19/ 43).

(23) Encyclopedia of Britanica, Retrieved: March 31, 2021, from: https://www.britannica.com
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"In later Zoroastrianism, though not in the Gathas, the early hymns,
believed to have been written by Zoroaster, in the Avesta, the sacred
scriptures, Ahura Mazda and Spenta Mainyu were identified with each
other, and the remaining bounteous immortals were grouped in an order

of six."@4
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"Worshipers of the demigods go to the demigods, worshipers of the

ancestors go to the ancestors, worshipers of the ghosts and spirits go to

the ghosts and spirits, and my worshipers certainly come to me."®
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(24) Encyclopedia of Britanica, Retrieved: March 31, 2021, from: https://www.britannica.com
(25) Bhagavad Gita 9:25.
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"Intermediate beings between the sacred and profane realms assume
various forms in the religions of the world:celestial and atmospheric
beings; devils, demons, and evil spirits; ghosts, ghouls, and goblins; and
nature spirits and fairies."(6)
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"Chinese texts use several terms for ecstatic figures now often collected
via translation under the term “shaman.” Some of these expressions are
not particularly tied torevelatory themes as such, but regard more the
spiritual power of some figures, as seen in themesof shamanic ascent
and shamanic dance rituals to bring about desiderata. However, some

shamanic figures were associated with acting as mediums to be

possessed by spirits in order to communicate with the living."¢?"
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(26) Encyclopedia of Britanica, Retrieved: March 31, 2021, from: https://www.britannica.com
(27)  The Spirits are Drunk by Jordan Paper, 1995 (85).
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"By the performance of sacrifice may you evolve and prosper; let
sacrifice bestow all that is desirable for you. By this sacrifice unto the
Supreme Lord, the demigods are propitiated; the demigods being
propitiated will mutually propitiate you and you will obtain supreme
blessings."?®
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"Enjoy the celestial pleasures of the demigods in heaven that they share
with people who grow spiritually enough to reach heaven." ()
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"Mithra (lzad, Mihir, Mihr, Mitra) Deity who appears in various
cosmologies. In Vedic lore, Mithra is a devata or shining god

comparable to an angel. In Zoroastrianism he is one of the 27 or 28

Izads who surround the great god Ohrmazd. He has 1,000 ears and

(28) Bhagavad Gita 3:10-11.
(29) Bhagavad Gita 9:20
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10,000 eyes. According to Aryan lore he is a god of light who assigns

the souls of the just to their places in Heaven."©0
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"Mihr (Miher, Mihir, Mithra) In Zoroastrianism, angel of divine mercy,
friendship, love, and governor of September. According to Persian lore,
Mihr and the angel Sorush will screen souls on Judgment Day. The
angels will stand on a bridge called al Sirat, which is no wider than a
hair and is sharper than the edge of a sword. They will examine every
soul seeking to cross the bridge. Mihr will weigh the soul’s actions. If
deemed worthy he will allow the soul to pass to paradise. Unworthy
souls will be thrown into Hell by Sorush, the angel of divine justice."®Y
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(30) The Encyclopedia of Angels, 2004 (253).
(31) The Encyclopedia of Angels, 2004 (249).
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