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Abstract:
The Qur'an is the last message of Almighty Allah to the people. Muslims believe that

the Qur'an is safe from any kind of tampering. It is preserved in the form of a book and
memorized. Along with the revelation of the Quran, its writing was arranged. Its arrangement
is the same as that ordered by Almighty Allah. But orientalists have emphasized the need to
bring the Qur'an into line with their books to prove that the Qur'anic text has no credibility.
Arthur Jeffrey, who is one of the most prominent figures in contemporary literature, has access
to the Qur’an and its related sciences. Jeffrey's main point of view regarding the Qur'an is that
its text was not fixed. According to Arthur Jeffrey, when the Prophet (PBUH) died, the nation
had no revelation in the form of book. The Prophet (PBUH) failed to present the Qur'an in its
compiled and complete form. After his death, his successors compiled it. The main purpose of

this paper is to critically review Arthur Jeffrey's objections and to clarify what the purpose and
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background of his objections are. There is no doubt that Qur’an is completely safe without any
slight change or disruption.

Keywords: Arthur Jeffery, Preservation of the Qur’an, Compilation of the Qur’an, Orientalists,
Qur’anic text.
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proclamations and by that time much of it was lost, and other portions could only
be recorded in fragmentary form. There is a quite definite and early Tradition
found in several sources which says, “The Prophet of Allah was taken before any
collection of the Qur’an had been made”*®
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“His collection would have been a purely private affair, just as quite a number

30 Al-Bukhari, Al-Jami 'Al-Sahih, Kitab Tafsir Al-Qur’an, Hadith No. 4536.
31 Al-Quran, Al-Bagarah 2: 234.
%2 Al-Bagillani, Abu Bakr Muhammad ibn at-Tayyib, Intisar lil-Qur’an, Dar al-Kutub al-Ilmiyah, 2012,

1/253.
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of other companions of the Prophet had made personal collections as private
affairs. It was after the death of the Prophet that these collections became
important.”33
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“Sura | of the Koran bears on its face evidence that it was not originally part of
the text, but was prayer composed to be placed at the head of the assembled
volume, to be recited before reading the book, a custom not unfamiliar to us
from other sacred books of the Near East. The Koranic style, as is well known, is

that in it from beginning to end, Allah is addressing man. In the Fatiha, however,
it is man addressing Allah”3*
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3 Arthur Jeffery, Materials for the history of the text of the Quran, p. 7.
3 Arthur Jeffery, A Variant Text of Faitha, The Muslim World, Volume 29, 1939, p. 158.
% Al-Quran, Al-Bagarah 2: 286.

36 Al-Quran, Al-Imran 3:08.
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38 Al-Dar Qutni, Sunan Al-Daraqutni, Bab Nahi Al-Muhaddis an Mas Al-Quran, Dar Al-Nashr, Lahore,
1/123.

3 Al-Bukhari, Al-Jami 'Al-Sahih, Kitab Al-Jihad, Hadith No. 2990.
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“This Scripture is in our hands as the Qur'an. What we have may not be precisely

what he would have wished to leave with his community as the Kitab, for he

died before he had issued it as an authoritative collection, and we cannot be

absolutely sure that what his successors gathered together and issued after his
death was just what he would have wished it to be.”#

4 Ibn Hajar, Fateh al-Bari, 9/65.

42 Al-Aini, Badruddin, Allama, Umda Al-Qari Sharh Sahih Al-Bukhari, Darahiya Al-Tarath Al-Arabi,
Beirut, 1421 AH, 20/36.

43 Alusi, Mahmoud, Allama, Ruh al-Ma'ani fi Tafsir al-Quran al-Azeem wa Sabba al-Mathani, Dar al-
Kitab al-1imiya, Beirut, 1415 AH, 1/26.

44 Mohammad A. Chaudhary, Orientalism on Variant Reading of the Quran: The Case of Arthur Jeffery,

American Journal of Islamic Social Science Vol.12, No. 2(1995), pp. 171-172.
4 Arthur Jeffery, The Quran as Scripture, Russell F. Moore Co, New York, 1952, p. 93.
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4 Mohammad A. Chaudhary, Orientalism on Variant Reading of the Quran: The Case of Arthur Jeffery,
American Journal of Islamic Social Science Vol.12, pp. 175-176.

50 H. U. Stanton, Tafseer of the Gospel of Matthew, p:10.

51 Barakatullah, Allama, Authenticity of the Books of Bible, 1969, p. 132.

52 Funder, Pastor, Meezan-ul-Hag, Punjab Relims Book Society, Lahore 1892, Volume 1 Chapter 4, p.
14,

53 Al-Quran, Yunus 10:15.



131 International Research Journal on Islamic Studies (IRJIS) - (July-December 2021)

ol 45

LN L ol 4" Material for the History of the Text of the Quran"— U5/ 22 #.7
tS et o o &5 ot L L ciolor o P12 £ % et Al P bl
st L e Ut 6 2061 40T LRI L BE e Al e St
.:f,b",:é.nl_&)g}’/".i?lﬂll_',W'Ldj:.?‘Le?;)ﬁru’gﬁg/uﬁu?J’/@u1/ NIt EIATE:
e A TSP e Uz b ol A1 L 131 54,&‘154;1@4’,;,5!,/1‘&‘;(&5[&{&’_/
e Lol f o

Lmﬁutwéer£§w!Jn-é&/f;g/mg&?méLuﬂuﬁ&tfqu}‘éﬁﬂf" Jr
u?/‘augdf_,',gt);.,;]uﬁ&tfgfat“wg)?wgé.fxlc,/'vc,uJf!//y&?nuauu@wan
uiuﬁp{fu;fzfn;)/uwuﬁc)!;3)2/5&!52;:.!404;1:nd/acfd/c)l}/éf&v&:éﬁ?di,u:@
T 08§

Lg&ﬁ‘,}"(tfwifdw{)/uﬁjduzru’gi Ag e B ae S s mol gt
ulﬁané;zrwé(!/’ Wﬂéﬂ"jb-@%ﬂfﬁu/&l’/@;/éiu?’fdwéwr
G Lt ST} LU Sk e SISIES 252 b1 b 50 ook STl
e U ST e Lt S F
=edde s 46

;CﬁlJGJ/@T}‘&?LLmQL&?f{:iiutff&tuﬁ’uﬁ&ﬂ/&ﬁ*,ﬁ"uf/‘y
e P UGG (e 5 e F 5P GAarbid T Gr 5 L33 L NG 3290 5 S
@u’.,{!,f‘addw S A0 ;;gérgiuf/“c"ut'guilegp_bauj’uf/"&’u&?f.ﬁ”}vy
KBS 2 2T s ptan Lo = 2 6G ST 10 Sk L 16K S8 6
e ot Fq B L L ol 2 TG L s G L35F SO L b S
G L PASE eI AL L TS PS %'?/@,1;«JJ(KLUT/"@Q_.,WJ"WU‘?CM
:‘aqfu:f,gug'%ﬂ,;/ugu&w% S ST Bl TG AL A ebra

"Modern criticism is willing to accept the fact that Abu Bakr had a collection of
revelation material made for him, and maybe, committed the making of it to
Zaid b. Thabit. It is not willing to accept, however, the claim that this was an
official recension of the text. All we can admit is that it was a private collection
made for the first Caliph Abu Bakr. Some scholars deny this, and maintain that
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Zaid's work was done for the third Caliph, Uthman, but as 'Uthman was persona
non grata to the Traditionists, they invented a first recension by Abu Bakr so
'Uthman might not have the honour of having made the first Recension.">®
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Arthur Jeffery, The Textual History of the Quran, Lecture delivered on 3lst October, 1946.
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